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James Connolly’s shirt, 1916

LEAVING CERTIFICATE, ORdINARy ANd HIGHER LEVEL HIsTORy

A HIsTORy OF IRELANd IN 100 ObjECTs, A sELECTION

Behind the ‘Watch’ button, access the documentary film James Connolly, a working class hero.

While watching the documentary between the time codes 00:42:00 and 1:16:00, focus on the question:
‘Assess the role of James Connolly in the 1913 Lockout’.

The following questions will help you focus on the important information contained in the clip.

• What are Connolly’s concerns on his return to Ireland from America?

• What impact was James Larkin having on the working class in Ireland?

• What was happening politically at the time in Belfast?

• What was Connolly’s attitude to the Home Rule movement?

• What was unique about the Irish Transport and General Workers Union (ITGWU)?

• How did the employers in Cork react to the ITGWU?

• What do you learn of Connolly’s skills and character in his dealings with the Wexford Lockout?

• When was the Labour Party founded?

• Why was 1913 an important year in Connolly’s life?

• Why had the strike failed by January 1914?

• How would you describe the relationship between Connolly and Larkin?

• How would you sum up Connolly’s leadership during the Lockout?

• What was the significance of the setting up of the Irish Citizen Army?

• Which two setbacks did Connolly experience in 1914?

W O R K s H E E T
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see dispatch on next page

Questions for class discussion:

1. What were the two purposes of the post?

2. What were the main items that the officer needed to acquire?

3. Why was the officer instructed to break all glass in the windows?

4. Why does Connolly provide so much information?

5.  From your overall reading of the dispatch, what conclusions would you come to, regarding Connolly’s 
qualities as a leader?
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Dispatch issued from the General Post Office, 25 April, 1916 (from Last Words, as compiled by  
P. MacLochlainn, pp 178–9; courtesy of the Office of Public Works).
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ARMY 0F THE IRISH REPUBLIC
(Dublin Command)

Headquarters  Date—25th April, 1916

To Officer in Charge, Reis’s & D.B.C.

The main purpose of your post is to protect our wireless
station. Its secondary purpose is to observe Lower 
Abbey Street and Lower O’Connell Street. Commandeer 
in the D.B.C. whatever food and utensils you require. 
Make sure of a plentiful supply of water wherever 
your men are. Break all glass in the windows of the 
rooms occupied by you for fighting purpose. Establish 
a connection between your forces in the D.B.C. and in 
Reis’s building. Be sure that the stairways leading 
immediately to your rooms are well barricaded. We have 
a post in the house at the corner Bachelor’s Walk, in 
the Hotel Metropole, in the Imperial Hotel, in General 
Post Office. The directions from which you are likely 
to be attacked are from the Custom House or from the 
far side of the river, Dolier Street or Westmoreland 
Street, We believe there is a sniper in McBurney’s on 
the far side of the river.

JAMES CONOLLY
Commandant General.
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Extract from Last Words, as compiled by P. MacLochlainn, pp 179–80; courtesy of the Office of Public Works.
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On Thursday afternoon 27 April 1916 Connolly was wounded twice. Dr. James Ryan has recalled:

‘After Thursday morning we were completely isolated… Up to this the hospital staff was not very busy. 
Only three or four wounded had been received. Then I saw James Connolly come in. Walking quickly 
to where I was standing he asked if there was any private place where he might speak to me. I led him 
behind the folding screen. Here he took off his coat and showed me a flesh wound in his arm. He asked 
me to dress it and, when leaving, begged me not to tell anybody. He feared a garbled report of the gravity 
of the wound might reach his men and, perhaps, undermine their morale. He immediately returned to his 
duties but, before long, he was carried back on a stretcher, this time suffering from a severe wound in the 
ankle. It was badly lacerated, probably from a rifle bullet at comparatively short range. Having no choice 
of anaesthetic I gave him chloroform. while Dr. O’Mahony, R.A.M.C. one of our prisoners of war, and Mr. 
McLoughlin put the leg in splints

Connolly suffered great pain and it was only with the help of frequent injections of morphia that
he got any rest. We had a number of wounded now, some from the sniper’s bullet, others from shrapnel 
but, with the exception of Connolly and our other wounded on Tuesday, none gave cause for anxiety.

We were kept busy on Thursday night. Connolly required a good deal of attention, He slept very little 
and in the intervals the pain was ever present and severe…’

Questions for class discussion:

1. Why did Connolly hide the flesh wound in his arm?

2.  Who was Dr O’Mahony?

3.  What do you learn of Connolly as a commander in this passage?
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Extract from Last Words, as compiled by P. MacLochlainn, pp 180–1; courtesy of the Office of Public Works.

On Friday morning Connolly sent for his secretary, Winifred Carney, and dictated a manifesto to the soldiers
under his command.
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Manifesto issued from the General Post 0ffice,
28 April, 1916
Army of the Irish Republic
(Dublin Command)
Headquarters, April 28, 1916

To Soldiers:

This is the fifth day of the establishment of the Irish Republic,  
and the flag of our country still floats from the most important buildings
in Dublin, and is gallantly protected by the officers and Irish Soldiers
in arms throughout the country. Not a day passes without seeing fresh
postings of Irish soldiers eager to do battle for the old cause. Despite
the utmost vigilance of the enemy we have been able to get information
telling us how the manhood of Ireland, inspired by our splendid action,
are gathering to offer up their lives if necessary in the same holy 
cause. We are here hemmed in because the enemy feels that in this 
building is to be found the heart and inspiration of our great movement.

Let us remind you what you have done, for the first time in 700 years
the flag of a free Ireland floats triumphantly in Dublin City. The
British Army, whose exploits we are forever having dinned into our ears,
which boasts of having stormed the Dardanelles and the German lines on
the Marne, behind their artillery and machine-guns are afraid to advance
to the attack or storm any positions held by our forces. The slaughter 
they suffered in the first few days has totally unnerved them and they
dare not attempt again an infantry attack on our positions. 

Our Commandants around us are holding their own.
Commandant Daly’s splendid exploit in capturing Linenhall Barracks 

we all know. You must know also that the whole population, both clergy 
and laity, of this district are united in his praises.

Commandant MacDonagh is established in an impregnable position
reaching from the walls of Dublin Castle to Redmond’s Hill, and from
Bishop Street to Stephen’s Green.

(In Stephen’s Green, Commandant Mallìn holds the College of 
Surgeons, one side of the square, a portion of the other side, and 
dominates the whole Green, and all its entrances and exits.)

Commandant de Valera stretches in a position from the Gas Works to
Westland Row, holding Boland’s Bakery, Boland’s Mills, Dublin South-
Eastern Railway Works, and dominating Merrion Square.

Commandant Kent holds the South Dublin Union and Guinness’s 
Buildings to Marrowbone Lane, and controls James’s Street and district. 
On two occasions the enemy effected a lodgment and were driven out with  
great loss.
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The men of North County Dublin are in the field, having occupied all
the Police Barracks in the district, destroyed all the telegraph system
on the Great Northern Railway up to Dundalk, and are operating against
the trains of the Midlands and Great Western.

Dundalk has sent 200 men to march upon Dublin, and in other parts of
the North our forces are active and growing.

In Galway Captain Mellows, fresh after his escape from an Irish
prison, is in the field with his men. Wexford and Wicklow are strong and
Cork and Kerry are equally acquitting themselves creditably. (We have
every confidence that our allies in Germany and kinsmen in America are
straining every nerve to hasten matters on our behalf.)

As you know, I was wounded twice yesterday and am unable to move
about, but have got my bed moved into the firing line, and, with the
assistance of your officers, will be just as useful to you as ever.
Courage, boys, we are winning, and in the hour of our victory let us
not forget the splendid women who everywhere stood by us and cheered us
on. Never had man or woman a grander cause, never was a cause more
grandly served.

JAMES CONNOLLY
Commandant-General,
Dublin Division

Questions for class discussion:

1. What was the purpose of Connolly issuing this manifesto?

2.  Is this a realistic assessment by Connolly of the military situation?



7

Continuing Dr. Ryan’s narrative (from Last Words, as compiled by P. MacLochlainn, pp 178–9; courtesy of the 
Office of Public Works):

‘On Friday morning the wounded numbered about sixteen, While I was on my rounds Mac Diarmada 
came up and told me to prepare all casualties for removal to Jervis Street Hospital. We got busy on this 
but when we reached Connolly he refused to go, saying he must remain with his men. The other wounded, 
in charge of Mr. McLoughlin with stretcher bearers and Cumann na mBan, then set out and reached 
Jervis Street Hospital in safety. 1 remained, but now my only patient was Connolly. He asked to be put in 
a bed with wheels or castors so that he could be moved to the front hall. This was done and he resumed 
command of the garrison. Nothing could conquer the will of this man…now came hurried orders for 
evacuation...

Pádraic Pearse with drawn sword stood at the side door leading into Henry Street and each
man in turn rushed across to Henry Place directly opposite…

Connolly was carried across on a stretcher…
There was little time for rest on Friday night though the men were tired out. Some of them worked  

hard boring through the walls dividing the houses on the East side of Moore Street others kept watch  
and some, overcome by fatigue slept at their posts. None of the leaders slept…

On Saturday morning we moved from house to house through bored walls. The openings were
small and Connolly’s stretcher would not pass through. We had to put him in a sheet and so carry
him northwards. He must have suffered torture during that journey but he never complained…’

Questions for class discussion:

1. What do we learn of Connolly’s determination in this extract?

2.  Who were Cumann na mBan?

3.  What do we learn of the other leaders present?

4.  What further evidence is there regarding Connolly’s character and the others’ care for him?
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Extracts from Last Words, as compiled by P. MacLochlainn, Surrender Orders, p. 186; Statement to Court 
Martial, p. 188; Notice of execution, p. 217; courtesy of the Office of Public Works.
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On Saturday morning, temporary headquarters were set up in No. 16 Moore Street to which the men  
had tunnelled their way. Connolly was put to bed in a back room and, around his bed, the members of  
the Provisional government present decided on an unconditional surrender.

Surrender Orders, 29 April, 1916

I agree to these conditions for the men only under my own command
in the Moore Street District and for the men in the Stephen’s  
Green Command.

JAMES CONNOLLY
April 29 / 16

On Tuesday, 9 May 1916, Connolly was tried by court martial.
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Statement to Court Martial, 9 May, 1916

I do not wish to make any defence except against charges of wanton
cruelty to prisoners. These trifling allegations that have been made,
if they record facts that really happened, deal only with the almost
unavoidable incidents of a hurried uprising against long established
authority, and nowhere show evidence of set purpose to wantonly
injure unarmed persons.

We went out to break the connection between this country and the
British Empire, and to establish an Irish Republic. We believe that
the call we then issued to the people of Ireland was a nobler call,
in a holier cause, than any call issued to them during this war,
having any connection with the war. We succeeded in proving that
Irishmen are ready to die endeavouring to win for Ireland those
national rights which the British Government has been asking them to
die to win for Belgium. As long as that remains the case, the cause
of Irish freedom is safe.

Believing that the British Government has no right in Ireland,
never had any right in Ireland, and never can have any right in
Ireland, the presence, in any one generation of Irishmen, of even a
respectable minority, ready to die to affirm that truth, makes the
Government forever a usurpation and a crime against human progress.

I personally thank God that I have lived to see the day when
thousands of Irish men and boys, and hundreds of Irish women and
girls, were ready to affirm that truth, and to attest it with their
lives if need be.

JAMES CONNOLLY, Commandant-General
Dublin Division
Army of the Irish Republic.

James Connolly was executed in Kilmainham Jail on 12 May 1916.
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The following extract is by Fr Aloysius Travers OFM Cap., ‘Personal recollections’, The Capuchin Annual (1966), 
pp 280–91.

The following is from James Connolly by Ruth Dudley Edwards, p. 143

Friday May 12th, 1916

‘About 1a.m. car called and Father Sebastian accompanied me to Castle. Heard Connolly’s confession 
and gave him Holy Communion. Waited in Castle Yard while he was being given a meal. He was brought 
down and laid on stretcher in ambulance. Father Sebastian and myself drove with him to Kilmainham. 
Stood behind firing party during the execution. Father Eugene Mc Carthy, who had attended Seán 
MacDermott before we arrived remained and anointed Connolly immediately after the shooting.’

‘He was driven to Kilmainham jail…Unable to stand, he was shot sitting on a rough deal box’.

Questions for class discussion:

1. Does Connolly believe he was cruel to prisoners and if so what justification does he give?

2.  According to Connolly, in what way was the rebels’ call to the people noble?

3.  According to Connolly, why is Ireland entitled to its national rights?
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This is a project of 

James Connolly at the GPO: the clothing of the commandant general, by Brenda Malone.
Published in History Ireland, ‘Artefacts’, Issue 1 (January/February 2014), Volume 22, available online at:
www.historyireland.com

Brenda Malone is a historian at the National Museum of Ireland.

ARTICLE FOR LEssON TWO’s HOmEWORK
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On the morning of Easter Monday, 24 April 1916, members of the Irish Citizen Army and the Irish
Volunteers gathered at Liberty Hall. Though these were separate organisations, James Connolly, 
the leader of the Citizen Army, had come to an agreement with the military council of the IRB to 
mount a rebellion jointly with the Irish Volunteers, and took the role of commandant general with
overall responsibility for the military command of both groups.

Connolly not only oversaw the movement of the rebels and issued orders but also attended to the 
finer details such as organising the provision of basic necessities, sending out men to collect supplies 
such as bedding and food from the surrounding buildings to see them through the  coming days.

On Tuesday, when British Army regiments from around the country began to arrive in the city to
reinforce the Dublin-based regiments, Connolly ordered a small garrison of rebels, led by Oscar
Traynor, to take command of the Hotel Metropole. Their aim was to take control of the entire block
down to the corner of Middle Abbey Street, from Eason’s down to Manfield & Son’s shoe shop, to 
meet the British soldiers approaching from that direction. The civilians were evacuated—Connolly
communicating with the hotel manager W.H. Oliver to arrange their safe passage—and the rebels
bored through the walls of the block. Connolly’s frequent visits to the garrison at the Metropole
were an example of how active and visible he was in his commandant role, often on the streets
overseeing the building of barricades and inspecting outposts. It was as he was overseeing the
building of a barricade on Princes Street on Thursday that he received his first injury, a bullet wound
to the right shoulder. The shirt…is stained with blood from this injury. He received a more serious
injury that evening, when a ricocheted bullet shattered his ankle. He was taken into the now burning 
GPO and lay there until the eventual evacuation of the building on Friday. He was taken to Moore 
Street, and after the surrender on Saturday he was removed to a first-aid station in Dublin Castle 
for treatment. On the way his bullet-pierced hat fell off to reveal a gash in the side of his head.

Connolly was court-martialled and convicted of treason on 9 May. Owing to his injuries he was tied
to a chair for his execution at Kilmainham on 12 May 1916. Both Connolly’s hat and undershirt are
currently on display in the National Museum of Ireland, Collins Barracks.

http://www.historyireland.com/

